
ORDINANCE NUMBER 127 

DONORA LIGHT, HEAT AND POWER COMPANY 

AN ORDINANCE giving the consent of the Town Council of the Borough of 

Donora to the Donora Light, Heat and Power company, its successors and assigns, 

to enter upon, use and occupy the ~ublic streets, lanes and alleys or highways 

of the Borough of Donora for the purpose of erecting, maintaining and operating 

a system of distribution of electric light, heat and power, regulating the manner 

of construction and charges to be made for use of said electric light and supply-

ing said electric light, heat and power to such persons, partnerships and corpora-

tions residing in or adjacent to the said borough, as may desire the same. 

WHEREAS , the lJonora Light, Heat and l'ower company, _a corporation created by 

aind existing under the laws of the state of ~ennsylvania , is desirous of obtain-

ing the consent of the Town Council of the Borough of Donora, Washington County, 

Pa., to enter upon the public streets, lanes, and alleys or highways of the said 

borough for the ~urpose of erecting , maintaining and operating a system of dis-

tributuion of electric light, heat and power to such persons, partnerships and 

corporations residing in -0r adjacent to the said borough as may desire the same. 

Be it ordained and enacted by the Town council of the Borough of Donora, 

Washington county, Pa. , and it is hereby ordained and enacted by the authority of 

the same. 

Section 1. That the right and the privilege is hereby granted to the 

Donora Light, Heat and Power company, its successors and assigns to enter upon 

any public street, lane, alley or highway of the Borough of Donora, ashington 

county, Pa ., for the purpose of erecting, maintaining and operating the necessary 

poles, wires and apparatus for the purpose of supplying light , heat and power, or 

- any of them by electricity, to the persons, partnerships and corporations residing 

in or adJ~cent to the said borough, who may desire the same, and to alter, inspect 

and repair the said system of distribution, upon the conditions and restrictions 

however, as hereinafter set forth. 

Section 2. All poles of said system shall be first class in every respect, 

none of which shall be less than thirty-five feet in height. All poles shall be 

located under the direction of the ~ommittee on Highways and sewers and the Council 

of the Borough, and over the curb line as nearly as pr~cticable and as will be 

least likely to interfere with the customary use of sat~ streets, lanes, alleys 

or highways, 

If after location thereof, any pole or poles become objectionable to the 

said committee or council by reason of public i mprovements, tne · same shall be re-

moved or relocated by the ~aid company, its successors or assigns, within ten 
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days after reeeiving notice from the said council to do so. If, after notice, 

the said company, its successors and assigns, refuses or neglects to remove or 

reloeate said poles, the said council shall cause the same to be removed or re-

located and the cost or expense of such removal or relocation shall be collected 

from the said company, its successors or assigns, as like debts are now collect-

able by law. 

Section 3. All electric wires and cables used over any street or highway 

shall be suspended at a height of not less than twenty-five \25) feet or over the 

curb line as nearly as may be practicable, except, however, service connections 

entering buildings and are lights for street lighting which may be placed lower 

and across any street, lane or highway. 

Section 4. All work done under this ordinance shall be in accordance with 

the rules and regulations of the National Board of ~ire Underwriters and the 

ordinances of the tiorough of vonora, and all of said system shall be constantly 

kept in good order and repair and all pavements, curbs and paving affected either 

in the erection or maintainance of said system shall be replaced and before the 

introduction of said system, and the same shall be done at the cost and expense 

of the said Donora .Light, .H.eat and pwer company. If at any time any pavement, 

curb· or paving is left or becomes in bad repair by reason of the construction 

or maintainance of said system, and the said company shall neglect or refuse to 

:place the same in a condition satisfactory to the coun.o.il , .of the said borough 

within ten days after notice from council so to do, the said council shall 

proceed to repair and place such pavements, curb or paving in such condition as 

to it shall be satisfactory, and oolleot the costs and expenses thereof from 

said company as like debts are now collectable by law. 

Section 5. If, at any time, any of the poles, wires or devises of said 

system shall in any manner obstruct, endanger or interfere with any fire de-

partment of the borough in the proper use of any fire apparatus when called into 

service, or shall voluntarily be in service, the fire marshall, or other officer 

in charge of the volunteer department, or the burgess of the said borough, or 

any cor o~ate , of ficer thereof , shall have the right and be at liberty to out 

down or otherwise remove such wires, pole or devise, wi t hout any liability on 

the part of the borough, or its agents or employees, in conse quence thereof; 

provided, the power station of said company is notified of the necessity of such 

action beforehand, so t hat the current may be cut off from t he wires t o be cut 

down, If such notice is not given, the borough shall relieve the Donora Light, 

Heat. and Power company from all responsibility f or any injury or loss of life 
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resulting from live wires cut down or left hanging in the street from such action. 

Section 6. If any suit or action is brought against the borough for re-

covery of damanges by reason of the erection, maintenance, operation or repairing 

of said system in the public streets or highways of the borough, it shall be the 

duty of the Donora Light, Heat and Power company, its successors and assigns, 

upon receiving notice from the borough solicitor, to defend the said suit of 

action on behalf of the borough and if a recovery is finally had in said suit or 

action, the said Donora Light, Heat and Power company, its successors and assigns, 

shall pay the amount thereof, with interest and costs, to the party injured. In 

the event that the said company, as above directed, fails to comply with the pro-

visions of this section, they shall be liable to repay to the borough any such 

sum or sums recovered as aforesaid, with interest and costs, and its own reason-

able charges and expenses incurred in defending such suit or action. Provided, 

howeYer, that this section applies only to oases in which the borough solicitor, 

or other proper officers of said borough, shall give such reasonable notice to 

said company as will allow it to defend the said suit in ample time to protect 

itself. 

Seotion 7. The said borough shall be allowed to place and maintain upon any 

of the poles of the said system such necessary wires as may be required by the 

borough for fire alarms, telegraph, telephone or police purposes, without paying 

any rental therefore . The expense of placing and maintaining such lines, howe~er, 

shall be borne -.--by the said borough. 

Section 8. '.L'he said company, shall upon the first Monday of April .in each 

and every year, present a written report to the council of said borough, setting 

forth the number of poles and the number of miles of suspended wire owned by it 

in and upon the public highways of the borough. 

Section 9. ~he council of the said borough hereby specifically reserves the 

right to designate upon what streets, lanes and alleys poles shall be erected for 

. the purpose of supporting thereon any wires carrying over twenty-five hund·red 

l2,500) volts. 

Section 10. If work upon the construction of said system within the said 

borough is not . c.ommenced within 4 months f' rom the passing of this ordinance, and 

said plant completed within 7 months from date of approval of t his ordinance the 

To.wn council shall have the right by resolution to declare the provisions of 
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this ordinance void and of no effect. 

Section 11. The right is specifically reserved by council to ordain and 

enact other reasonable regulations in regard to the said system as in its Judge• 

ment the interests of the public demand. 

Section 12. The consent of said council, given herein, is so given upon the 

following express conditions, to wit: 

(a) That the Donora Light, Heat and Power company shall accept the provisions 

hereof in writing, which acceptance shall be filed with the clerk of said council 

within ten \ 10) days after the app-roval of the ordinance. 

(p) That the said company, its successors and assigns, shall pay, or cause 

to be paid, into the treasury of said borough, annually, the sum of one do l lar 

($1.00) on each and every pole so erected and used in the maintainanee of said 

system, as a tax, which tax shall be paid on or before the first day of August of 

each and every year. That the said Donora Light, lieat and Power company, its 

successors and assigns, shall light the public streets or highways of the said 

borough for a period of ten \10) years with thirty or more arc lights of 2,000 

candle power each for a compensation from the said borough of sixty ($60.00) 

per light per year, the said arc lights to burn from dusk to dawn each night and 

all of the street electric lighting used by the said borough during the said ten 

years shall be purehased from the said Donora ~ight, Heat and ~ower company, its 

successors and assigns. 

(e) The maximum rate charged inhabitants of the said borough f or electric 

current for incandescent lighting shall be ten \10 ) cents net -1,000 watt hours, 

an extra charge may be made however, on bills over due ten days, to regulate the 

prompt payment, as is the general prac t ice in such business. 

{d) The said company, its successors and assigns, shall at all times furnish 

free of cost to the said borough sufficient electric current f or the proper light-

ing of the nurnicipal building of the borough and for the charging of a storage 

battery for the fire alarm system, the borough furnishing and arranging for the 

necessary converting apparatus for the said battery. All school buildings at one-

half the rate mentioned in section b. 

le) The said company shall at all times furnish proper and adequate service 

to the borough and t he citizens thereof. 

{fJ The poles of the said sys t em shall be painted and kept painted by the 

said company. 
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Section 13. The said council reserves the right to annual by an ordianance 

duly enacted and approved any or all the rights and privileges herein granted, 

upon violation of the same by the Donora Light, Heat and Power company, its 

successors or assigns. 

Section 14. ~hat the said company shall pay the costs and expenses in-

cident to the enacting and publishing of this ordinance. 

Section 15. ~hat all ordinances in conflict with any provi s ions of this 

ordinance, be and the same are hereby repealed. 

Ordained and enacted into an ordinance this 4th day of April, A. D., 1904. 

u-EO. W. ALLEN, 

President of Council. 

Attest: 

FRANK B, HAMBRY, 

Clerk of Council. 

Examined and approved by me this 5th day of April, 1904. 
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I HEREBY CEl\,TIFY THAT 

".'Fn n .\ conr ::::cT co-:>Y 
OI<' ORD .'JA',',"··"' No /'J-J - · - ~~-• ·..,;1...,. J •L ___ _ 

J. N. MULLIN, 

Burgess. 


