
ORDINANCE NO . 769 

N ORDINANCE - apn roving and authG-Pi-.z.i.ng the . execution of a cooi>Prat on agre ment bet een 
the Borough of Donora and the Washingt on County Hous1ng Auth r ty Organi 

WHEREAS the Washington County Housing Authority Organized oronoses to deveJ O"i a nd admi n-

i ster a low-rent housing project consis ting of ap~roximately fifty (50) dwelling units ; and 

WHEREAS there exist in the Borough of Donora unsafe and insanitary dwelling accommoda t ions 

of a number greatly in excess of said fift y (50) dwel l ing units, which are occupied by families of 

low income and which constitute a menace to tbe health, safety, morals and welfare of the inhabitants o 

of the Borough of Donora; and 

WHEREAS there are now families of low income in the Borough of Donora of a number in e cess 

of fifty (50) who are forced to inhabit such uns afe and insanitary dweJling accommodat ions, because 

private enterprise has not been able to make avail able to such families. safe and san i tary dwel l ing 

accommodations at rentals whi cb such low i ncome famil i es can afford to nay: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF' THE BOROUGH OF DONORA: WASH INGTON COUNTY, 

PENNSYLVANIA: 

SECTION 1 . That the Borough of Donora shall enter into a cooneration agre~ment ith the Wash ingt on 

County Housing Authority Organized in substantially the following form • 

(1) . The Washington County Housing Authority Organized ( hereinafter called the nLocal Auth-
ority") agrees to undertake, develop and administer a low-rent housing project i n the Borough of 
Donora (hereinafter called the nBorough11 ) and to endeavor to secure a contract or contracts with 
the United States Housing Authority for loans and for Federal annwal contribut ions to assist in the 
administration of the project . 

(2) . In consideration therefor t he Borough agrees that, as a part of the projet·t, it will el-
iminate within one y~ar of the comple t ion of the project, in one or the other of the ways set forth 
b.elow, under (a) , {bJ, and (c) , or partly in one way and partly in another, a number of unsafe or 
insanitary dwelling uni ts within its jur isdictional limits, at least equal in number to the number 
of new dwellings uni ts to be provided in said project, less the number, if ·any, of unsafe or ins an-
itary dwelling units which will be eliminated on the site or sites of the project by the Local Auth-
ority du:bjtng the developm_ent thereof, but in n o event to exceed fift y ( 50) un_sa_fe or j nsani tary dwel 1 -
ing units ; 

·( a ) . By demolishing dwelling unit s which are on and acquired by th e Borough by 
purchase or other ise; including demol i t i .on of such dwelling unit s on] and nurc ased 
for any public uses; or 

(b) . By causing the com~ulsory demolition, effec t ive cl0sing. re air or imnrove-
ment of such unsafe or insanitary dwelling units; or 

(c) . By inducing private owners voluntarily t o demolish or effectiveJy close su ch 
dwelling units . 

In computing the number of unsafe or insanitary dwelling units eliminated unde r the terms of this 
agreement , there shall be included all unsafe or insanitary dwel1 ing un its eliminated under this agree -
ment from the date hereof; provided , however, that all unsafe or insanitary dwelling uni t s elimin-
ated by the BnDough prior to the date of this agreement and subsequent to July 1 , 1940, will be counted 
as elimination under this agreement if it is satisfactorily established that such elimination was 
undertaken in anticipation of the execution of this agreement or in anticipation of the development 
of the project . For the purpose of this agreement a dwelling unit shalJ be considered unsafe or insan-
itary whenever by reason of dilapidation, faul ty arrangement or design , lack of ventilation, light 
or -sanitation facilities , or any combina tion of th&se factors , it is detrimental to safety, health or 
morals . 

(3) . The Borough further agree s that during the ueriod commencing with the date of t he acquisi -
tion of any part of the s i te of the uroject qnd continuing throughout the usefu l life of such project 
it will not levy, impose or charge any t axe s , special assessments, service fees, charges or tolls 
against the project or against the Local Authority for or with r es nect to the rojec t , excent a uay-
ment twelve months after completion of the nroject , and annually thereafter (hereinafter cal l ed the 
"Service Charge 11 ) , equal to 3 '/o of the annual she lter rent coll eC'.ted from the tenants of the project 
(such shelter rent not including the charge , if a ny , made t o t h e tenants for ut i 1 ities, such as h eat. 
l i ght , wa ter, etc . ); and that it will f urnish. without cost or charge t o the Local Aut h ority and the 
tenants of the project , other than the service charge, the usual munic.ina s rvices and facilities 
which are or may be furnished without cost or charge to other dwell i ngs and i nhabitants i n tbe Borough 
including, but not limited to : fire , nol ice and heal th nrotection and s ~rvices . s t ree t maintenance 
and repair , snow removal , garbage , trash and ash collection and disnosal; and wi , f 11 r ni sh to tne 
bounda ry of the project waver service and sewer service adequ~t e to serve t he ~roject . an su ch street 
construction or repair to the boundary of the nroject , and of streets forming tre boundary of tne 
project, as i s ne cessary to provide adequate accE>ss to t h e broject . The term "usefuJ ife of the 
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project" as used in this paragraph, shall mean the period of. physical usefulness of the project for 
~he purpose of providing dwelling accommodations , but in no event less than the number of years during 
which any of the bonds issued to aid in financing the develooment of the project or any bonds issued 
Jo refund such bonds shall remain outstanding . . . 

(4) . In the event that the value of tax exemntion (which, for the nurnose of thie a~reement , 
shall be equal to the amount of Borough, County, School a nd Institu tional District taxes 1hich would 

/ 'normally be levied on the oroject were if not exemnt, less the service ch arge for ariy year;· shall 
1 • equal an amount which is less. than twenty per centum of the Federal subsidy for t at year, the Borough 

waives the right to as much of the service charge as is necessary to assure that t he value of tax 
exemption for that year will be equal to not 1 ess t h at t wenty ner centum of the Federal subsidy. 

(5). The Borough will coonerat e wi th t h e Looa.1 Authority by waiv ing any bu t ding and ins ec-
' tion fees , by vacating such street s a nd alleys wi t hin "th e a~ea 6f th e nrojec t or adjacent there t o 

as may be necessary in the develonment or · t he nroject, by accenti ng the · edicat i 'm of land for new 
streets and alleys , by zoning or rezoning. in a manner sat iRf'a ".' ory to the Local Authority . any area: 
in the Borough within which project shall be l0ca t ed, and by su ch o t her law~u action or ays s the 
Borough and the Local Authority may find necessary i n conn ection i t h t he develo~ment and constru ction 
of the project . In connection with all va cat ion of ·nublic ways . th e Borough i 1 cause t o be rewoved 
from such ways free of cost to the Local Aut hori t y, all. nublic or nrivat e u t i ities lines h ich ma y 

1interfere with the development of the uroject. The Borough hereby grants t o t h e Loca Auth ority the 
;right to lay, -if}stall , and maintain, if necessary, -any gas, water or sewer laterals or branches, or 

' erect or install electric conduits, wires , and poles i n , on, uoon , across, over, or under dedicated 
public streets . The a ying out of such righ ts-of-way to be apnroved by the proner Borough de artment 

_or official, all at no cost or charge to t h e Local Authority. 

(6) . This contract shall not be abrogated, ehanged or modified so long as any bonds issued to 
aid -in financing the development of the project to wh ich t his contract relA.tes or any bonds issued to 
refund such bonds shall remain outstanding and unpaid and so long as t h e title to such project (except 
for the lien of title conveyed to s·ecure any bonds or other evidences of indebtedness issued to refund 
such bonds or eviden es of indebtedness) is held by the Local Authority or some other public body or -
governmental agency authorized by law to e ngage in the develonment or adminis t ration of low-rent 
housing projects; this agreement may be assigned for t he Drotect ion of t h e pu rchasers of any bonds issH 
ued to assist in the develonment of the project. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Borough of Donora and t he Housing Aut ori ty have resnec t i vely caused 
this agreement to be duly executed, in triplicate, as of t he day of . 1941. 

(SEAL) 

ATTES'11: 

(SEAL) 

ATTEST: 

Secretary 

\ 

BOROUGH OF DONORA , PA. 

By ----------------

HOUSING AUTHORI TY 

By 

ORDAINED AND ENACTED into an ordinance t h is 12t h d~y of March , 1941. 

ATTEST: 

Geo. W. Allen 
Borough Secretary 

s. E .. Koedel 
President of Council 


