
ORDINANCE NO. 799 

AN ORDINANCE providing for the licensing of slot machines and/or similar amusement 
devices, other than pinball machines, and fixing penalties for the violation thereof. 

WHEREAS it has ·come to tm a.ttention of the Council of the Borough of Donora that 
there are many so called "slot machines" located at various places in the Borough, some 
of vvhich are operated without license and some<:£ which are operating under the guise of 
pinball machines: and 

\'VHEREAS Council is also advised that such slot machines, in addition to being used 
for innocent pleasure, are also being used for gambling purposes· and 

WHEREAS in order that the Borough law enforcements may have definite information at 
all times as to tl:e number and location of ruch machines, so that they may be regularly 
inspected and observed by the enforcement officers, with a view to preventing their use 
for gambling purposes, and by reason of the additional wxpense occasioned to the Borough 
by such inspection, the Borough Council feels that the persons maintaining such devices should 
b~required to defray such costs by way of a license or inspection charge;and 

WHEREAS the Council believes that, under its general police powers, it may require 
the persons maintaining such devices to pay an annual license fee therefor; therefore, 

BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Council of the Borough of Donora, in regular 
meeting assembled, and it is hereby ordained arrl enacted by virtue of the authority in them 
vested, as follows, to wit: 

SECTION 1. That following the effective date of this ordinance, as hereinafter fixed, it 
shall be unlawful for an» person, firm or eonporation to oper~te (as this word is hereinafter 
defined) a "slot machine or any other amusement deviee, save pinball machines, within the 
limits of this Borough unless such person shall first have been issued a license so to do 
and pay the license fee as herein provided. 

SECTION 2. That every person, firm or corporation, after the effective date of this ordinance 
who desires to operate a "slot machine" or any .other amusement device, save pinball machines, 
shall pay for each machine an annual li~ense or inspection fee of$ 25.00. Such licenses 
shall be 'lllssued by the Borough Secretary, under the Borough seal, upon payment of the required 
fee and execution by applicant of written application, to be in the form prescribed by Council, 
and which shall, inter alia, state the definite location at vvhich the machine is to be operated 
and . a statement that same w:i 11 not be used for gambling purposes, and an agreement to forfeit 
such machine tothe Borough of Donora if found being used for gambling purposes. The license 
authorized to be issued by this Section shall be issued for the calendar year only and shall 
be pro rated on a monthly basis if issued after the first of April in any~ar. 

SECTION 3. That, for the purposes of this ordinance, such device shall be held as being used 
for gambling purposes if found at a location other that that given in the application or 
transfer notice, or if it be found that money or merchandise is being wagered in connection 
with its operation, and shall be held to be operated within the provisions of this ordinance 
unless crated and in a place used for storage purposes. 

SECTION t. That any person, firm or corporation holding a license for any sudl device issued 
under the provisions of this ordinance may, without additional charge, obtain a permit to 
transfer such machine from the licenses location to another place w1 thin the limite of the 
Borough by delivering to the Borough Secretary a written transfer notice in form to be furnished 
by such Secretary. 

SECTION 5. That an y person, firm or corporation who, after hearing before the Chief Burgess 
of the Borough, is found guilty of a viola ti on of the provisions t>f this ordinance, shall be 
sentenced to pay a fire of not less than$ 25.00 nor more than$ 100.00, togather with costs 
of nrosecution , o~, in default of payment of tie fine and costs tlflppgedi cbe i coipmibtednto~thalt 
B6rougneftt>ckftpt lfor f a npe!!!oo not to exceed five (5) days or to the County Jail for a period 
not to exceed thirty (30) days. 

SECTION 6. This ordinance shall become effective on April 16, 1943. 

ORDAINED AND ENACTED into an ordinance this 16th day of March, 1943. 

James l'' . Ga.llenton 
President of Council Pro.Tern. 

ATTEST: 

Geo. W. Allen 
Borough Secretary 

l!r J!/1, EXAMINED AND APPROVED by me this 18th day of March, 1943. 

I HEREBt C}:Jml'Y Tli,A.T 
August~. Chambon 

Chief Burgess 
ATTEST: 

Geo. W. Allen 
Borough Secretary 
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